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I am late. | know it. | know | am late this year in
writing my Thanksgiving list. It has been my tradition
every year to write this list for the November mailing
but time got away and | forgot that in October | was
supposed to be writing for November. That being
said, | still have this list and | would very much like
to share it with you. So if you will indulge me,
perhaps you could think of this not only as a
Thanksgiving list, but as one that carries us through
the gratitude we have for the birth of the Christ Child,
for whom we are eternally grateful.

So here is the list of “things” for which | am thankful.
Perhaps it will remind you of something for which
you are thankful as well.

| am thankful that we were able to sell our

ABCCONN house and move into lovely new spaces
at First Baptist Church in West Hartford. You know,

in these hard economic times when houses are sitting
on the market for months or longer, our ABCCONN
house sold without the assistance of a realtor.

I have heard some folks say that now that we have
sold the property and eliminated the associate
executive minister position, they don’t need to give
money anymore. In truth, ABCCONN has been
taking money out of the principal of the endowment
for many years and that simply had to stop if we want
to continue to do ministry here. In order to make
things right we finally had to eliminate the staff
position and sell the house. The proceeds from the
sale of the house were put back into the endowment to
cover a portion of what has been taken out over the
years. This is to ensure the continuation of our
ministry long after you and | are gone. Without your
giving both to United Mission and to Friends of
ABCCONN, we would not be able to serve you and
all the churches in our ABCCONN body. | am
grateful for your support.

Thanks—huge thanks—qgo to all who helped in the
actual work of moving this year, beginning with Mary
Williams and Billie Lanz. Mary organized everything
from packing to designing how the new offices would
look. Were it not for her skills, we would still be knee
deep in boxes. Thanks to Pat Dec and her family, who
cleaned out the cellar of the house on Bloomfield
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Avenue and removed various large items from the
building, and to all those who took the truckloads of
paper to the shredding company. That was no small
feat. And thanks to Bill Smith and his cadre of
volunteers who organized the work crews to do all the
painting of the new office space. Did | tell you that
the paint ordered for one of the rooms was incorrect?
It was a neon turquoise that glowed through the milky
window. It had to be done all over again with not one
but two coats to cover this, shall we say, odd color.
Thanks to all who gave countless hours to the task.

Michael Crane, pastor of First Baptist Church in
Essex designed the wonderful closing service on
Bloomfield Avenue and a beautiful dedication service
in West Hartford. We are duly and properly installed
here now. Thanks also for the great refreshments for
the dedication service prepared by Lee Salina and her
crew from the Mansfield church.

Many words of gratitude go to the leadership team of
Past President Joyce Blandon, President Joe Delahunt
and Vice President Jim Meek for going through all
the material preserved from our Region Board
envisioning retreat, and working with me on planning
some next steps for ABCCONN ministry. We have
some exciting work ahead of us. Wait until you see
the ideas for Spring Fling 2010. You are going to
want to be there. We are also looking at ways to
provide better communication. We are now on
Facebook. Have you joined our ABCCONN group?
There is also an e-news that comes out of my office
almost every week. If you would like to receive those
weekly brief updates, please send me your email
address. This is all done as a result of some careful
thinking and planning during the envisioning retreat
around how best to share information with everyone.

The theme for the 2010 Annual Meeting is
Worshipping in the Presence of Jesunsl it has been
so much fun working with Cal Lord and the planning
team for this great event. We will be worshipping
Jesus in mighty and powerful ways and | can’t wait.

Finally, last night the budget committee met. This
committee meets only once or twice a year. As we sat
around the table working on the 2010 budget |
thought of all of you who are on our various boards
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and committees and the ministries in which you
participate as part of the American Baptist Churches
of Connecticut. | feel so blessed to have such
exciting and gifted partners in this ministry we
share. | am indeed thankful for all the ways God has
gifted you and for the ways you use those gifts for
the glory of God in our ministry together.

In service to Christ,

When Did You Receive This Mailing?

In order to better plan for production of this nvail

we’'d like to know when you received it — please ta8ke
seconds to go to the ABCCONN website
(www.abcconn.organd follow the link on the front page
to fill out a survey.

Blessed by “Bride Brook Blessings”

Participating in the Missional Church Project
has been a real blessing for the Niantic Baptist
Church. Through this program we learned how,
by partnering with others in our community,

our small church can make a big difference in
the lives of others.

Our program -Bride Brook Blessings seeks

to demonstrate God’s love in tangible ways to
the residents of the Bride Brook Nursing &
Rehabilitation Center in Niantic. We minister
to all 130 residents of Bride Brook, but our
special focus is on the 30 or so residents who
don’t have any family or friends nearby. All
residents receive greeting cards for all the
major holidays; our “special” group receives
small gifts, birthday gifts, and a prayer shawl.
We also helped secure the services of a
chaplain for the summer months and are now
working to recruit volunteers for year-round
visitation.

Through Bride Brook Blessings, our church has
been blessed by the love we receive back from
the residents. We have also been blessed with
renewed confidence in our own ability to make
a difference in our community. The Missional
Church Project may be over, but Niantic
Baptist Church has committed itself to
continuing Bride Brook Blessings as an
ongoing ministry in Christ’s name.

Would you like to receive an occasional
ABCCONN e-news with mission information,
upcoming events and prayer requests? If sqg,
please send your email address to
jallbee@abcconn.org

ABCCONN's FACEBOOK Page

If you're a Facebook user, you can find a new
ABCCONN page in Facebook. Once logged into
Facebook, simply type “ABCCONN?” into the search box
to find it. There you'll find announcements and sew
about ABCCONN's ministries. Check it out and come
back often to see new material that is added.

DECEMBER
4 - Submissions due for January ABCCONN
Mailing
7 - November mission giving is due in Valley
Forge
25-31 ABCCONN Office closed in observance of
Christmas
JANUARY
1- ABCCONN Office closed in observance of New
Year's Day
6 - December mission giving is due in Valley Forge
15 - Submissions due for February ABCCONN
Mailing
18 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
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Vision 777 at Primera Iglesia Bautista Hispana Imanuel, Bridgeport (Part 2)

By Pastor William Gonzalez

Vision 777 began with our church in Ecuador. In N2&p5
we started by supportinghrist, the last Hope for Mem
ministry that had a day care for 55 children lodatea very
poor community called Los Helechos in the city afrén, 15
minutes from Guayaquil. Then we saw the possibdity
developing a church in that community. | sharedvisen
and the church approved the project of plantinglanttling
a new church. When the project was presented totthech,
we also presented the idea, for those interestesijgport the
project directly by making a monthly donation of0$®0 for
one year to “Emanuel in the Nations” (this is wivat called
all of our missionary efforts outside the US). ep&mber
2006, we officially installed Pastor Ulises Suaaszhe new
pastor of Iglesia Emanuel de Duran, Ecuador. Irte3eper
2008 the new church was inaugurated. Today thecbthas
a K-6th school and a new mission in a very poor rooimity
outside the city of Duran. |, along with a few athevisit
Ecuador every year to supervise the church. Wertépak
to the congregation and we also make video pretemsa
and photo displays. Also, we receive monthly finahc
reports which are available for the church.

Our project in Costa Rica began in January 2008 avit
retired couple doing missionary work. We begandiora
ministry, and free family counseling. The minisisynow
called Iglesia Bautista Emanuel Mision Costa Rioa.
August 2009 we visited there to supervise the missi

In June 2009, we visited the Dominican Republibegin
the process of establishing our Emanuel MedicakBarthe
city of San Cristobal. The purpose of this missignaoject
is to provide insulin and other medications to ploer
diabetic patients of San Cristobal who cannot dftbe
medication.

In July 2009 we visited Cuba and adopted some Bapti
Churches from Jiguana, in the province of Gramma, t

support them with monthly offerings, educationatenials
and leadership.

How are we going to finance our vision?

1. Itell the church that this is not my vision foe church,
but God’s. Therefore, it is expected that all will
participate in the vision.

2. | teach the church that God gives the visionvimufulfill
it.

3. I teach the church that we are responsiblenemte the
vision and God will open doors to supply what warnzz
supply.

4. | emphasize the importance of tithing consisyent

5. Not all the projects need money. Some need cteuni
and willing leaders.

6. We have a pro-new facilities special fund.

The vision has kept the church vibrant, praying aittl a
great desire to work. Every Saturday, the inteicesgroup

is in the church praying for the vision. We now @éabanner
in the church with the slogan from Psalm 60:12 Hagfs “En
Dios haremos proezas” (With God we shall do vaharas a
reminder of Vision 777.

Vision 777 comenzo con la obra en Ecuador. En Migy@005
comenzamos apoyand@risto, la Ultima Esperanza para el
Hombre.” Este ministerio tenia una guarderia para 55 nifios
localizada en una comunidad muy pobre llamada Leledthos en
la ciudad de Duran, a unos 15 minutos de Guayaqugigo vimos
la posibilidad de desarrollar una iglesia en esawndad.
Comparti la visién y la iglesia aprob6 sostenetea
financieramente. Cuando se presento el proye@aagiesia,
también se les dio la oportunidad, a los hermanesquisieran, de
apoyar el proyecto financieramente por un afio agrahtidad de
$50.00 al mes para “Emanuel en las Naciones” l@sgmos a
nuestros esfuerzos misioneros afuera de los Estéidss). En
Septiembre de 2006, instalamos oficialmente aldPafitses
Suéarez como el nuevo pastor de la Iglesia EmaraiBluitan,
Ecuador y en Septiembre de 2008 se inauguro laangisia.
Hoy la iglesia cuenta con una escuela hasta ebgiaduna nueva
misién en una comunidad muy pobre en las afuer&@udén.
Todos los afios visito Ecuador para supervisar fla plviajan
conmigo algunos hermanos de la iglesia. Mantenentas
congregacion bien informada sobre los avances dierka En los
cultos de los domingos se hacen presentacioneisldesvy fotos.
También recibimos informes financieros que estépatiibles para
los miembros.

Nuestro proyecto en Costa Rica comenzé en EneP0@@ con
una pareja que se acaba de retirar para hacejotraisaonero.
Comenzamos con un ministerio radial, y consejeniailfar. El
ministerio se llama Iglesia Bautista Emanuel det&€8sca. En
Agosto estuvimos en Costa Rica supervisando lamisi

En Junio de 2009 visitamos la Republica Dominicdoade
gueremos desarrollar el Banco Médico Emanuel eiutiad de
San Cristébal. El propésito de este proyecto maiomes proveer
insulina y otros medicamentos a los pacientes t@ispobres de
San Cristobal que no tienen recursos para compdicamentos.

En Julio de 2009 estuvimos visitando Cuba y adopsaatgunas
Iglesias Bautistas de Iguana, en la provincia dar@na para
apoyarlas con ofrendas mensuales, materiales échggt
liderato.

¢, Cémo financiaremos la vision?

1. Primero que nada, le ensefio a la iglesia gaenéses la visién
del pastor, sino la visién de Dios para la iglgstpie todos
tenemos que participar.

2. Que Dios da la vision, pero nosotros la llevamoabo.

3. Nosotros somos responsables de financiar larnvisque Dios
abrira puertas y suplira lo que nosotros no podasuphr.

4. Enfatizo en la importancia de diezmar consisi@aeite.

5. No todos los proyectos necesitan dinero. Algurezesitan
lideres comprometidos y dispuestos a trabajarlparhra del
Sefior.

6. Hemos desarrollado un fondo Pro-templo paralagyas
facilidades.

La vision ha mantenido la iglesia vibrante, oragdmbre todo con
mucho deseo de trabajar. Todos los sdbados el gaiptdercesion
de la iglesia ora por la visién. Removimos las lesas del altar
con el lema “Una iglesia saludable para crecerlisipos uno que
dice: “En Dios Haremos Proezas” (Salmo 60:12) camo
recordatorio de la Visién 777.
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We wish you and your families the
best during the Thanksgiving and
Christmas seasons and invite you to
remember the ministries of Camp
Wightman as you also give thanks.

What an amazing day! The
weatherman is forecasting another
day of temperatures in the upper 60’s.
Just two days ago it was a very crisp
30 degrees and there was a bit of frost Grace and Peace,
on the windshield of the car. For

another day of warmth—we are both

very thankful.

As we move into the November and
December Holiday periods, we look
forward to our various family
gatherings and those opportunities to

celebrate and give thanks. s o
S %
We are certainly thankful this year for

those who have helped us learn what !
it is to be the Ministers of Camping ! !

and Conferences, for those who have #&
taken the time to teach us about the
traditions and values of Camp -
Wightman, for those who have served
here over this year—either as paid
staff or volunteer staff or members of
the Thursday Crew—all equally
involved in the ministry of this place.

We are excited about Camp Church Staff Christmas
Appreciation Banquet

Wightman and our opportunity to
serve. We look forward with thanks
and excitement about the abundance December 8, 2009
of opportunities that Camp has for all
of us.

Hors d’oeuvres - 11:30
Luncheon - 12:30
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A Retreat for Men
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A Retreat for Women
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The Summer 2009 Camp Offering was
designated for the restoration and improvements
needed for Peck Village.

Over the years, nature has been working hard to
take back the land and has left the road virtually
impassable. This condition has left us unable to
service the septic systems in that village.

The first four covered wagons were installed in
1958 alongside four tepees that were placed in
the “new” rustic village in 1957. Today, the
Teepees are gone and all twelve wagons
continue to show their age. Two wagons are
unsafe for occupancy and the others all require
various amounts of TLC. Recently, some
volunteers have come forward with the skills and
desire to lead the wagon repair project.

The Peck Village Committee will be re-convening
in the near future to determine the best course of
action to improve the Vvillage. Previous
discussions included ideas for the construction of
a new bath-house, installation of a new septic
system and the possible addition of some Yurts
(three season structures).



Department of Christian Mission Support

December 2009
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Stewardship

As most of us are completing stewardship emphasesrichurches at this time of
year and taking some pretty serious looks at petldmidgets for the coming year,
the Department of Christian Mission Support andv@teship would like to share
the following illustration that may undergird yoonvn thinking or be something
you may be able to use to stimulate your people.

One day a certain old, rich man of a miserablpafigion
visited a rabbi, who took the rich man by the hand led
him to a window. “Look out there,” he said. “Widi you
see?” asked the rabbi.

“l see men, women, and children,” answered the man.

Again the rabbi took the rich man by the hand laddim to
mirror. “Now what do you see?”

“Now | see myself,” the rich man replied.

Then the rabbi said, “Behold, in the window thisrglass,
and in the mirror there is glass. But the glags@mirror
Is covered with a little silver. No sooner is thiges added
then you cease to see others but see only yourself.

It is important for us all to hold up some mirréos one another in order to see
more clearly the opportunities God places beforshare the rich abundance he
blesses us with day by day, week after week, andlygyear. Only then can we
become better stewards of all God’s abundance.

Dr. Christopher Drew
Department Chairperson



NEWS AND NOTES December 2009

Shiloh Baptist Church, Hartford , a beacon in Hartford for 120 years,
commemorated their anniversary with an event for friends and neighboring
churches on November 14th at a program featuring Shiloh’s choirs and a spg
guest speaker. Congratulations.

First Baptist Church of New Havencelebrated the ordination of the ReV.

Jonah Bartlett on Sunday, November 8. Congratulations and God’s blessings
upon Jonah’s ministry.

Stepney Baptist Church of Monroemarked the ordination of their pastof

Kevin Merritt , on Sunday, November 15. We pray God’s richest blessings uf
his ministry as well.

We uplift the RevsDavid and Cyndi Stroshalas they begin a new chap-

ter in their lives — . Their new address is 11 Arrowood Dr., Bidde-

ford, ME 04005; e-mail: acdss597@aol.com

Our prayers are with The Rev. [Brenda Halliburton , National Minis-

tries, who is recovering after a hospitalization (notes and cards may be sent to

c/o Laura Miraz, National Ministries, P.O. Box 851, Valley Forge, PA 19482-
0851); and also for IM missionary to ThailaDdane Binkleywho is recovering
from pancreatic surgery (13310 Carla Ave. N.W. Union town, OH 44685).

Congratulations tiMary Brodhead, who was recently honored by Habitd
for Humanity with an award for her service in Southeastern Connecticut whet
served on the Habitat board since 2003. Also chairing the Family Selection G
mittee for this time period as well, she has made a difference in the livespbé p
by helping them obtain decent, affordable housing. Mary serves on our Depa|
ment of Educational Ministries and is a retired Christian Educator from Noan
Baptist Church.

Our sincere congratulations to béthns Nelson(Camping and Confer-
ences Department) and to the Ri€égvin Butler, who both took the oath and be-
came U.S. citizens recently.

Camp Wightman invites Pastors and their staffs to the second annual
Church Staff—Christmas Appreciation Banqueton December 8th beginning §
11:30A.M. More information and reservations forms can be found on the Camj
website (www.campwightman.org

Stonington Union-New London (SUNL) Association Clergyill meet on
Tuesday, December 1, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at Primera Iglesia Bautitsta Hispan
Redding Ave., New London, CT 06320.

Did you know: Our Ministers at Camp Wightman are willing to run your
church’sbackground check® They routinely conduct background checks for

church child care workers and ABCCONN events. The background investigafi

form is posted on the website. Just print it off, fill out and forward with $20 to
David and Karen Warfield, Ministers of Camping and Conferences 207 Coat
Hill Rd., Griswold, CT 06351
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Why we saveancelled Postage StampShe stamp
saving program for Connecticut Baptist Homes started in
about 1989. Used postage stamps are collected by Connecti-
cut Baptist churches, friends, business and offices of doc-
tors, dentists, lawyers and mortgage companies. Once proc-
essed, the stamps are sold to a dealer by the pound. The pro-
ceeds are used by the Chaplain at CBH to enhance the reli-
gious ministry at the home (about $900 per year). Stamps
are checked, cut and sorted before delivery by the Stamp
Cut-ups for CBH, Bev and Ron Tooley, who can be con-
tacted through the home at 203-237-1206. If you are inter-
ested in contributing stamps, they should have at least a 1/4
inch border around each stamp, if at all possible.

UPCOMING DATES:

The American Baptist Churches U2810-2011 Di-

rectory & Planning Calendar is now available for printing Thenext ABCCONN mailing will be the January
free of charge from the ABC-USA website. The link is: mailing. Deadline for materials iDecember 4

www.abc-usa.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=tqiCOP7Hqf1%

3d&tabid=36 ) .
The ABCCONN Office will be closed:
New Telephone Dialing ProcedureTo com- Thursday, November 26 & Friday,
plete local calls in Connecticut, the new dialing procedure November 27for Thanksgiving; and

effective November 14th requires callers to dia@a code +
telephone number This means that all local calls in Con-
necticut that were previously dialed with seven digits need
to be dialed usingrea code + telephone number

from noon orlrhursday, December 24,
2009throughFriday, January 1, 2010

Second Baptist Church, Suffieldneedshandbell The deadline for submission of materials for the
tablesand corduroyable coversin good condition for their  February ABCCONN mailing is Friday, January 15.
hand bell choir. They were very fortunate to obtain new
children's choir robes from an ad that was in the newsletter
last spring, so they thought they'd give it a try. Contact Eve-
lyne Battle, Office Manager at

The American Baptist Women of Connecticut

office@secondbaptistsuffield.oay (ABW) will participate in the all New England Ameri-
phone 860-668-1661 or Fax: 860-668-6126. can Baptist Women and Girls Retreat scheduled at

Camp Wightman the weekend of February 19-21.
Watch for a flier in the next mailing or contact Laura
Austin, ABW President, for more info

Connecticut Baptist Homes’ Christmas wish list:
The staff at CBH recognizes the importance of tradition and
celebration and realizes that not all of the residents have
families who are in a position to provide the little extras that

add to the festivities at this time of year. At the annual holi- AND FOR 2010...
day party, Santa gives each resident a gift bag, filled with
items they will enjoy — everything from socks to poetry, MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR:

joke books and novels. For more information, contact Con-
necticut Baptist Homes at 203-237-2306 or through their _ _
website at ctbaptist homes.org Spring Fling—March 6, 2010

Beneath the Ski'n: Baptists and Racis?ma new Annual Gathering—April 24. 2010
DVD produced by EthicsDaily.com and National Ministries.
We have one copy of the DVD with study guides in the

ABBCONN office for Iending L OOKING FORWARD _hhhhhhhhhhhhh
THE ABCUSA BIENNIALS :
ABCCONN's Commission on Ministry is till search- 2011:

ing for a copy or two oEdward Goodwin’s book “Down

by the Riverside” and/or a copy of th&=our Fragile
Freedoms . Send to Mary Williams at ABCCONN, 90A N.
Main St., West Hartford, CT 06107-1924. 2013:

HARTFORD—June 28 to 30, 2013

Puerto Rico—June 24 to 26, 2011




