
Volume XVI January 2010 Number 1 

Another article in this mailing describes the ministry to 
Karen refugees in Hartford’s Central Baptist Church.  Here 
is some background to explain who the Karen are and what 
has happened to them. 

The Karen people are an ethnic group in Southeast Asia 
enduring an ethnic cleansing program in eastern 
Burma. The result is between 500,000 to 1 million 
Karen people living in hiding within Burma. In 
addition, a series of nine refugee camps along the Thai-
Burma border house some 155,000 mostly Karen 
refugees. Thousands more live in refugee-like 
situations in Thailand and Burma, and millions of other 
Burmese from a variety of ethnic groups seek refuge 
and a way to make a living in surrounding countries. 

No end to the difficulties is in sight for Karen refugees, 
so governments around the world are beginning to 
accept Karen people from the camps in Thailand for 
resettlement. Several thousand Karen from Tham Hin, 
the southern most camp in Thailand, were brought to 
the U.S. in 2006. Tens of thousands of Karen will 
likely be coming to the U.S. over the next few years. 

The Karen were some of the earliest converts to 
Christianity in Southeast Asia, and one of the fastest-
growing churches after American Baptist missionary 
efforts began with the arrival of Adoniram Judson in 
Burma in 1813. The excitement and interest of these 
early mission efforts were the reason Baptist churches 
in the U.S. formed societies to work together that led to 
the formation of our Baptist denominations that exist 
today. For nearly 200 years, the Karen have been 
graciously receiving our missionaries and their 
message, and they are proud of their links to Baptists in 
America. Now it is our turn to receive and help them 
become a part of our American communities. 

It is with sorrow we see the Karen forced from their 
homes in Burma, but it is with great joy that we 
welcome the Karen people to America. 

Adapted from www.karenkonnection.org 

Background of Karen Refugee Situation American Baptist Missionary Utilizes 
Interesting Mode of Transportation 

American Baptist missionary to the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo utilizes a powered parachute to travel to 
remote villages with the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Mission Opportunities for 2010 

You can change the world! American Baptist Churches, 
USA has lots of opportunities to serve and to share.  

Discovery Teams are preplanned trips that offer 
opportunities for service in response to God's call to Go 
Global by crossing cultural boundaries to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ.  Teams work alongside, and build 
relationships with, others who are committed to making a 
change in their community through Christ-like Mission. 
Discovery Teams are open to people of all ages.  

Among the Discovery Team trips for 2010 are trips to 
Mexico, Japan, Italy, Kenya, China, and Serbia. 

There are other opportunities to go forth in mission, 
including an April trip to Nicaragua to do work projects 
and conduct health and wellness clinics. 

To find out more about Discovery Teams and other 
mission trips, visit the International Ministries website at 
www.internationalministries.org and click where it says 
“Go” on the menu. 



Each year in the late winter and early spring, 
every single American Baptist Church across the 
country receives a “church report” form to fill out 
and return. The purpose of this report is to help 
maintain accurate information about your church 
and ministry. Two years ago I was at a national 
meeting and learned that our ABCCONN 
churches were near the bottom of the reporting 
list. In other words, fewer churches in 
ABCCONN returned their reports than any other 
region across the country. Not wanting to be at 
the bottom of any list, we set about to remedy 
that. When the reports did not come in, we set 
about calling every church, and I am almost 
pleased to say that we just about doubled our 
church report returns. We went from a low of a 
17% return rate to a whopping 38% return rate. 

That report gives helpful information about your 
ministry and this is the real reason I am writing 
about it today. Out of the 39 churches that sent in 
their reports last year for 2008, I was anxious to 
see how many baptisms occurred. You see, I 
view baptisms as one sign of life and vitality in a 
church. Baptisms say to me that there are 
evangelistic efforts occurring; that the gospel 
message is being shared in compelling ways and 
that individuals are being invited into this 
wonderful exciting journey with Jesus Christ as 
our Savior. Last year there were 102 baptisms 
that were reported. We celebrate those 
individuals and give thanks to God for each 
person. Now that may not seem like a lot of 
people to you. But I am always thinking about 
the 85 churches that did not respond. If we had 
those reports I am absolutely certain that we 
would have even greater numbers to celebrate. 

In addition to the information about the baptisms 
and new members, there is also information 
about new members. According to those churches 
which reported, there were 269 persons who 
came into membership in our ABCCONN 
churches. Those are important numbers to me, 

again because they signify vitality and exciting 
ministry. 

Last year when the church report was sent to our 
ABCCONN churches, there was an extra page 
included asking about your mission activity. That 
came as a result of conversations with members 
of the Department of Christian Mission Support 
who want to collate that information and share it 
with everyone, both to share ideas and to 
celebrate the many mission opportunities 
happening within our ABCCONN churches. 
There are so many mission activities going on in 
our churches, both in the neighborhood and in 
faraway places — too numerous to write about in 
this short space. But that report will be showing 
up very soon in a forthcoming mailing. We hope 
that you will look at it and see if there are 
opportunities there that you may not have 
considered, or mission work happening in 
churches about which you would like to hear and 
know more. We want to be able to provide those 
networking opportunities. 

This is the beginning not only of a brand new 
year but a new decade. I pray that it will be one 
filled with the peace that passes all understanding 
from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I pray that 
we might continue to do the essential ministry 
that God has put on our hearts, that we might be 
bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ, so that 
all may come to know him and love him as we 
do. “Let us not grow weary in doing what is 
right….” (Gal. 6:9) 
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The American Baptist Churches of Connecticut (ABCCONN)  are: 
 

Churches in Partnership, Sharing Resources, Inviting and Equipping Disciples 
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JANUARY 

1 -  ABCCONN Office closed in observance of New 
Year’s Day 

6 -  December mission giving is due in Valley Forge 
15 - Submissions due for February ABCCONN 

Mailing 
18 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

FEBRUARY 

1-2 Ministers’ Council Retreat at Camp Wightman 
6 -  January mission giving is due in Valley Forge 
12 - Submissions due for March/April ABCCONN 

Mailing 
15 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 

President’s Day 

MARCH 

6 - Spring Fling, 2nd Baptist, Suffield 
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Would you like to receive an occasional 
ABCCONN e-news with mission information, 
upcoming events and prayer requests? If so, 
please send your email address to 
jallbee@abcconn.org. 
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What would you POSSIBLY do in Egypt??  Well, think 
X.  How many commandments were there?  Which Old 
Testament book in the Bible starts with X (okay, sounds 
like x)?  How about Xtreme history? Religion? Culture? 
Climate?  

The Xtreme Team is called 
Xtreme for a reason!  It's not 
your everyday mission trip. 
It's an intense faith walk in 
following Jesus to the 
Xtreme! 

The team will start off their 
Xperience with an orientation in Detroit, MI.  The team 
will then spend three weeks in Egypt Xperiencing 
mission firsthand then return for debriefing in Detroit and 
cap off their xperience by joining the ABWomen's 
conference in Columbus, OH. The entire Xperience runs 
from June 14 to July 13, 2010. 

Each participant is requested to fundraise $4200 which 
will cover all food, housing, transportation and 
accommodations costs while they are in Egypt as well as 
all transportation, housing and food for orientation and 
debriefing. The team member is also responsible for 
raising funds for their airfare from their home to Detroit 
and Detroit to Egypt. 

More information can be found on the Xtreme Team 
website  (www.xtremeteamonline.org) or on YouTube 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GmcswterEpY). 

Applications are encouraged by February 28, 2010.  

The Xtreme Team, a program of International Ministries, 
ABC-USA is designed to connect young adults with the 
global mission of American Baptists. Our purpose is to 
grow a passion and interest in mission for the here and 
now as well as to cultivate global mission leadership for 
the future. 

Xtreme Team 2010—Egypt 

Camp Wightman Spring Retreats 

Camp Wightman is doing a new thing!  It is holding two 
spring retreats, one for women and the other for men. 
These retreats are an opportunity for women and men to 
pause and experience the presence of God in the midst of 
the busyness of their lives. 

The women’s retreat with the theme “Awaken Me!” will 
be held on the weekend of March 19 - 21, 2010. 

The men’s retreat, “I’m so busy I shouldn’t even be 
here!!” will be held on the weekend of April 16 - 18, 
2010. 

Registration forms for these retreats can be found on the 
Camp Wightman website, www.campwightman.org. And 
remember, Camp Wightman is still available for your 
church if you want to plan your own retreat weekend. 



The Cornerstone Baptist Church “Partners for Independence” Project 

Our journey began with the realization that we needed 
a new vision for our church, a new direction after our 
two churches merged and we renovated our church 
building to make it handicap-accessible. We just 
weren’t sure how to go about discovering this new 
ministry. 

So when the Missional Project started in September of 
2007 we were curious to find out what it was all about. 
Our interim pastor, Dick Johnson, encouraged a small 
group of members to join him in attending the first 
meeting, and once we listened to the message, we were 
hooked. We were especially intrigued with the idea of 
joining an already established group that was 
ministering in our neighborhoods. 

We started asking folks in the workplace, and in our 
circles of friends and family, what they thought were 
the needs of our neighbors, and behold, two doors 
down from our church building came the answer. The 
Access Agency was in need of mentors. 

The Access Agency is a non-profit community action 
agency, whose mission statement is to “create the 
conditions that empower individuals and families in the 
communities we serve to overcome the barriers that 
impair their ability to be economically stable.” Their 
representative, Shirley Riemann, came to a Sunday 
morning service and talked to the congregation about 
the needs of our neighbors and the agency’s need for 
mentors. We were inspired by Shirley’s talk, and began 
more specific discussions on Access Agency’s 
mentoring program, and our future involvement. The 
members of the Cornerstone Baptist Church “Partners 
for Independence” team will be helping Access’s 
clients improve their life skills such as budgeting, 
composing a resume, filling out job applications, and 
preparing for GED tests. Each individual’s 
commitment is for a minimum of six months with a 
family, meeting each week for approximately an hour. 

As we continued to move along with the project, we 
kept the church membership informed of our progress, 
and eventually asked for volunteers. Currently 12 
members have completed the training classes provided 
by The Access Agency, and it is our goal  this fall to 
start mentoring our partners. Oh, by the way, we call 
the Access Agency’s clients “partners” because we 
expect them to teach us too. 

The greatest lesson from this experience, we believe, 
has been to discover that we didn’t have to go too far 
from our church’s front door to meet  our neighbors 
and bring them the love of Christ. 

The greatest challenge was scheduling all of the 
training meetings with our volunteers’ schedules during 
the busy summer vacation season. 

Shirley Riemann, Access Director of Community 
Services, nominated our church team for the Access 
Agency’s annual community service award for her 
program, because Shirley was impressed with our 
dedication and determination. These awards were given 
at an annual reception held on October 27 to 
individuals and groups who have taken the time to give 
back to their community. We were honored to accept 
the “Volunteerism” award, and can’t wait to get started. 

One of our members said recently, “After nearly forty 
years of activity inside the church, the Missional 
Church program showed us how to take the church out 
into the community, where it really belongs.” 

Thank you ABCUSA and ABCCONN for introducing 
us to the “Missional Church” project! 

The following is a photo of the Cornerstone Baptist 
Church members who were able to attend the award 
ceremony. 

(From left to right) Jim Milliard, Kathy Rickey, Larry Southam, 
Nancy Scholl, Shana Heon, Roberta Davis, Gina Mills, Shirley 
Riemann (ACCESS), Anne Milliard,  (Kneeling) Chris Southam.  
Missing from photo:  Pat Rocheleau, Caroll Marston, Rev. Greg 
Thomas. 
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ýŽyƒs}s‚wvu†tµwxt•‚ss‚v…ts{}stxytxw|‡t

wvts{‚utz€|‚v…tŒz„yvs†t‘|wƒ{€|yutx‚ˆˆt
‹yt‚vts{yt‰}‚ˆt}vztŽwusyztwvtw€|txy‹t
u‚syty}|~̂t‚vt¶}v€}|~†t

w̄t‚st‚ut‚vts{‚utvyxt~y}|t}vztvyxt
zyƒ}zyt·ty„y|~s{‚v…t‚utvyxt}vzt}utxyt
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deZ�
fghijklmhnonlpkhqikomlrnhnmlskmgkhqikjmmgkmlktunoij k
vmrpiwkhqikxyzo{ijk|z}ny~k•kzskhqikzrmuhn€ikgz}ny~k
gmjkhqzhk•‚nyrnlpwkrionrirkhmkhz{ikzohnmlƒkflrknlk
}nr•„m€i}•ijwkzkomlhjzohmjk…zskqnjirkzlrkh…mk
rz~skyzhijwkhqikli…kjmmgk…zsknlshzyyirkmlkhqikymrpi k
•‚nyrnlpƒk†qzl{•~m‚wk†qzl{•~m‚ƒk

k

k

‡�̂̀�‰ae�	�̂��\Z	̂Z�	��
Q�&�������� ���������������>��� &������������ ����
��� $�� ����������S�&���� �"������.�

Š‹Œ•Ž••�‘•’“� ��������������"��� �"�''����
��'$�� �����"��%� $����
�����)”�W�•)(�•+)+.�

Š–—̃�™š�›œ™•�–�™žšœŸ •—¡�•¢••�›•�ž•£•’’“� ��
�������������� �"�''������'$�� �����"��%� $����
6���'�)¤�W�)¥(�•+)+.��

¦G§§̈D?@E§©IBC?ª«¬«??
4����������(�����������"�''����­S�'����$����
����4��'�®�� $�����$��'-��������'���"�''�������� �

S̄�'�����W�7������'��-�W�;������ &1.�°���
�������'����±�'������ �������������������������
�����"�������''���''�$����'�2�������� $��2��-$�-.��
S��'�2��� ���2��-�$�2�����"��'$���$�-(�� ��"�����
"�� ���� �� �� ��''-� ���''� &�$� ��� �±�� $�
�������'��-����� ��� ������W�� �'�$� &������������
"��$� 1��% �"�� $��������������-�����������
$������ ����'������� $����%&��� $�.�9��� &������
"��%(���������"�''��±�'����"���������� ��������
"�'���� &(���������'��� $�������� &�"��'��
�±����� �� &�������� ��.�<�$���''�$�6�������
� $�>����������2���������������'����� $����2�'�
����� �"�'� $(�<�$������''� &����������������������
����'����� $�$����2������� �"���� &�������"�������
� 2���$����$�.�6��"��'��%�����������%� &(�"��
'��%��������2��������������������������������� $�
���'$����$&������"�� ���(�������� &������������
���������������<�$1������'-.�S��� 2����-����
���-���������''���������������"�''���%�������� ���� ��
²��� �-.��

³D̈©EDIBC?FM̈??́EP?µAD?µGFGD̈?@E§©̈DJ?O?¶ID¶E?¬·̧ª?



January 2010 
 

A Report on the Karen Congregation at Central Baptist Hartford 
Submitted by Ellen Jones 

 
There are now approximately 100 Karen Baptists at Hartford’s Central Baptist 
Church. 

The thrill of 2009 was a combined Pentecost service of the American, 
Vietnamese, and Karen congregations in the sanctuary on May 31st. The 
service was conducted in three languages. Since we also have Haitian and 
Puerto Rican members, French and Spanish were added for the scripture 
reading, which on this day was Acts 2:1-4. The bulk of the written program for 
this occasion was in English, Karen, and Vietnamese. Pastor John Endler, 
Pastor Ich Duc Nguyen, and Pastor Gie Dor each did a welcome and 
announcements. The Karen community sang, “I Pray You Would Bless Me” in 
their language. The invocation was done by Pastor Gie Dor. The children’s 
message was done in English and Karen. The offering prayer was printed in 3 
languages. Each pastor preached a homily about Pentecost. We all said the 
Lord’s Prayer together each in our own language. The hymns were perfect for 
the day: “They Will Know We Are Christians,” “Sweet, Sweet Spirit,” 
“Amazing Grace,” and “Santo, Santo, Santo.” The service was followed by a 
potluck luncheon with lots of Vietnamese food. It was a beautiful meaningful 
day and we look forward to next May when we will be together at Pentecost 
again. 

We now have 14 Karen children and youth attending English-speaking church 
school as well as their own. Fortunately the two schools are at different times. 

There are 11 teenage Karen girls who have joined the church choir, coming to 
rehearsals and singing every Sunday. The Karen have their own choir and they 
sing a Karen hymn for us each Sunday with guitar accompaniment. 

One of our members, Thomas Foran, has introduced an English class every 
Saturday morning in the home of The Rev. and Mrs. Gie Dor. Thomas teaches 
form and function of words and grammar one week; the second week any of us 
can consult with Thomas about a subject we would like to present and how we 
plan to go about it, so there will be a new topic every other week. People 
signed up quickly to do presentations. It has been going since September and 
will continue through December. If it is successful, there will be a winter/
spring course. So far it has been well received and the house has been 
crowded. The scripture that Thomas is working from is John 5:30, “I can do 
nothing on my own.” 

For Christmas we will have an Angel Tree with cards hanging on it, one for 
each Karen child and youth, with name, gender, and age. Each of us will take 
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one or more cards and buy an appropriate gift to return with the card in time for a team to wrap 
them and distribute them at church school time on December 20th. 

It has been a blessing and a joy to have these folks here with us every Sunday. They love to 
sing. They are very friendly and use their English. They love to be able to give a gift of a 
beautiful handmade shirt in return for special help. They have profound gratitude and grace. 

Stewardship Program Reflection 
It’s January and time for reflection. Will our church be able to accomplish its goals for the 
coming year? Are the church leadership goals consistent with the priorities of the congregation? 
Will funding be available to satisfy a budget to address these priorities and goals? 

How about a stewardship program that targets these issues, especially the priorities of 
the congregation? One of our churches has just completed such a program that asked 
each member to fill out a Priorities booklet. This is meant to especially do two things: 
(1) provide ideas for the church direction and (2) give everyone a sense of ownership in 
the future of the church. This ownership comes by way of volunteers who actively 
pursue priority issues, and also help to actively contribute to financial support. How did 
this church do? So far, it has provided 144 priority ideas (some the same, but many 
different) and a 5% increase in giving from the previous year — in a down market and 
high unemployment year that is impressive! 

What does the program need and what are its main components? 

It needs the pastor and three volunteers.   

It includes: 
· Priority booklets addressing the church Ministry, Mission and Property 
· Testimonies from two members 
· Pastor targeted sermon 
· Targeted Sunday school lessons 
· Church meeting after church 

· Results of Priority Booklets 
· “Smelling the Coffee” skit 
· Dinner (or Pizza luncheon) 

Reflection is good. It provides rest for the soul and inspiration for the future. As we enter the 
coming year, we pray that whatever stewardship program we use produces the people and 
resources to accomplish His goals.   
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