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Discipleship Fair 

ABCCONN’s annual Discipleship Fair will be held on 
October 24th at South Church in New Britain. The event will 
include worship, workshops, youth programs, a book table, 
fellowship, and lots of opportunities to discover resources for 
your church’s discipleship ministries. 

Following ABCCONN’s theme for this year which focuses on 
worship, the workshops at the Discipleship Fair will help you 
and your church enhance your worship experiences. 
Workshops include: 

· Children and Worship 
· Jesus’ Healing Power: Healing Services and Your 

Congregation 
· Starting a Second Worship Service 
· Blending Technology and Worship 
· Singing the Faith 
· Using the Arts in Worship 

among others! 

The cost for the event is $20 and includes lunch. Children up 
to age 12 are free. Or, bring a group of 6 from your church for 
$100! 

Xtreme Team 2010 Application Available 
International Ministries has announced that the 2010 
Xtreme Team will be heading to Egypt. Over 10 years 
old now, the Xtreme Team program has provided 
opportunities for young adults, ages 19 to 29, to 
experience the work of American Baptists around the 
world. Xtreme Team trips allow these young adults to 
visit, observe, and participate in the work of American 
Baptist missionaries in diverse places throughout the 
world. 

The 2009 Xtreme Team recently returned from doing 
outreach in Russia for 3 weeks. 

For more information about the Xtreme Team see www.xtremeteamonline.org/about. Applications for 
the 2010 Xtreme Team are also available online at www.xtremeteamonline.org/apply. 



I have been thinking a lot about the nature of healthy, 
vital faith communities these days. It is, in fact, the 
topic for my D. Min. thesis which may or may not 
ever get finished. Be that as it may, I have spent a lot 
of time reading, thinking, writing, and now surveying 
congregations about what makes them vital and 
healthy. I would like to use this space in the next few 
months to write about healthy, vital faith communities 
as it may lead to some helpful conversations within 
your churches. 

So to begin, I believe that a vital, healthy, authentic 
faith community is a group of individuals who have a 
common belief in Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who, in my opinion, 
wrote the primer on the nature of community in his 
book Life Together, says that the first thing that needs 
to happen when a person says “yes” to Jesus Christ is 
for that person to be part of a community of like-
minded believers. Being in community is an essential 
part of Christian life. He says that Jesus calls us out of 
our isolation into community with fellow believers. 
Contemporary author David Ray says that “we are 
intended for community and are most human and 
most in God’s image when we are in community.” He 
even goes so far as to say that “community is the best 
and last hope for the endangered creation.” 

Community is the “place” that calls us to be together, 
to learn from one another, to grow in faith, to support 
one another in good times and in bad. Some of you 
may remember when Hanna Massad spoke to us at 
the World Mission Conference last year. He talked 
about his desire to go back to Gaza in spite of the war 
and hardships there. He was going back because that 
is where his community is. Hanna understands that 
we need to be part of a faith community, for that is 
the “place” where we can support and encourage one 
another in our faith journeys as well as being the 
place where we can hold one another accountable. 

The kind of Christian care that is shown within 
healthy, vital faith communities is what distinguishes 
us from any other group or organization. Thomas 
Kirkpatrick puts it this way: “Our Christian life 
together, love for one another among believers in a 
church, is to be the distinguishing mark of Christ’s 
followers…. Our Lord’s teaching, then, places our 

experience of Christian community at the very heart 
of the church’s life and ministry.” 

That is my understanding of the nature of community 
in a nutshell. I wonder what you would add to this 
conversation. Next month I want to share with you, 
for your further consideration, some components of 
community found in the early church, particularly the 
ones described in the book of Acts, and then I hope to 
share with you the results of conversations I am 
currently having with church groups about their 
communities. 

I would love for this to be a dialogue and not just 
words on a paper.  Maybe we can talk…. 

On another note, Linda Snyder, our ABCCONN 
Associate Executive Minister, will be leaving us as of 
October 3 to go to Attleboro, MA, where she has 
received an interim ministry call. Linda has been 
serving ABCCONN in various capacities since 1992. 
Many of you have worked with Linda on departments 
and committees over these years and have an 
appreciation for her gifts and skills that she brought to 
this position. We will miss her presence here with us, 
but at the same time we give thanks to God for her 
years of service and pray God’s richest blessings upon 
the next steps in her journey. 

In service to Christ, 
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The American Baptist Churches of Connecticut (ABCCONN)  are: 
 

Churches in Partnership, Sharing Resources, Inviting and Equipping Disciples 
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OCTOBER 

6 - September mission giving is due in Valley 
Forge 

8 - Protecting the Sacred, ABCCONN Offices 
9 - Deadline for submission of materials for 

ABCCONN’s November mailing 
12 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 

Columbus Day 
24 - Discipleship Fair, First Baptist/South 

Congregational Church, New Britain 

NOVEMBER 

1-2 ABWIM Retreat at Mercy Center, Madison 
6 - October mission giving is due in Valley Forge 
6 - Deadline for submission of materials for 

ABCCONN’s December mailing 
7 - Camp Wightman Fall Work Day 
11 - ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 

Veteran’s Day 
26-27 ABCCONN Office closed in observance of 

Thanksgiving 
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ABCCONN’s FACEBOOK Page 

If you’re a Facebook user, you can find a new 
ABCCONN page in Facebook. Once logged into 
Facebook, simply type “ABCCONN” into the search box 
to find it. There you’ll find announcements and news 
about ABCCONN’s ministries. Check it out and come 
back often to see new material that is added. 
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2009 BLACK CHURCH CONFERENCE 

Power Connection:  A Call to Greater Works 
November 3-7, 2009 
Sponsored by National Ministries, ABCUSA 
Third Baptist Church, The Rev. Dr. Alan Ragland, 
Pastor, Chicago, IL. Cost:  early bird, $215 before 
Oct. 1st; deadline Oct. 15th 

Workshops Include:  Preaching in the 21st Century, 
Ministry to Young Adults, Successful Strategies for 
Teaching Across Generations, Bigger is Not 
Always Better, Black Churches Engaged in 
Mission, Biblical Support for Women’s Leadership 
in the Church, and more. 

Preconference Event, Nov. 2 & 3 – National Black 
Caucus of American Baptist Churches, USA 
Ministers Summit. The cost is $75 which includes 
lunch and dinner on Nov. 2nd and lunch on Nov. 
3rd. 

Special Hip Hop/Intergenerational Summit “We 
Got This! Passing the Mantle without Breaking the 
Bridge.” Sat. only, Nov 7th, $10 for youth; $20 for 
adults. 

Limited scholarship is available:  call the Financial 
Aid Office in Valley Forge at 1-800-ABC3USA, 
ext. 2446. CEUs are available for the event.  For 
more information and to register, visit 
www.ABCPowerConnection.org. 



The Bottom Line Comes from Above 

Two psychiatrists were having a drink at a convention. 

“What was the most difficult case you ever had?” one asked. 

“A patient who lived in a fantasy world,” the other replied. “He insisted that he had a rich uncle in 
South America who would soon die and leave him a fortune. Every day he waited for a letter from an 
attorney. I treated him with psychotherapy three times a week for eight years.” 

“Did you cure him?” the other psychiatrist asked. 

“Yes and no,” the first psychiatrist said. “Just as I was making progress, that stupid letter came.” 

Some of the statements Jesus made about money sound like that story. We try to force his teachings 
into rational, scientifically verifiable thought patterns. But some of Jesus’ words will not fit into those 
categories. At the point of financial security, for example, Jesus sounds more radical than rational. In 
the Sermon on the Mount, he lists several of life’s material necessities and talks about the anxiety we 
sometimes feel with regard to these basics. Will we earn enough to attain them? He concludes that 
discussion with this paradoxical statement, “But strive first for the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” (Matthew 6:33). 

While that statement may not fit with our normal rules of logic, it does fit with the other things Jesus 
said about money. Note what the Gospel of Matthew reports Jesus saying just before he makes that 
radical statement. He has just finished teaching his disciples the Lord’s Prayer, among whose verses we 
find “Give us this day our daily bread” (Matthew 6:11). Then, early in the next chapter, Jesus says, 
“Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for 
you” (Matthew 7:7). “If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give good things to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:11). Jesus’ 
listing of the basic necessities of life proves that he does not live in a fantasy world. He knows that we 
need food, clothing, and shelter. But he says our financial security does not come by accumulating 
money; it comes through our daily prayer relationship with God. For Jesus, the bottom line of the 
family budget comes from above—not by adding the list of anticipated expenses. Jesus says the bottom 
line of our financial security comes from God. To get the bottom line balanced, we must look up, but 
much higher up than our rational thinking suggests. 

The question implicit in Jesus’ teaching about financial security is one that all of us ask every day of 
our lives: Will I try to achieve financial security through money or through prayer? As we answer that 
question, each of us tends to both believe and resist believing what Jesus said is the only appropriate 
choice. On one hand, we see that Jesus is right. On the other hand, we are constantly tempted to think 
and behave as if Jesus were wrong on this issue. 

 

Reprinted with permission from Herb Miller’s Nuggets: Volume 31, 2007 

Ministry Opportunities for ABCCONN Churches 

Do you know that there is a place on the ABCCONN website where you can share your ministry 
opportunities listings with the wider ABCCONN family? The church announcements must be ministry 
centered, brief—one sentence or header directing the reader to your website with further information—
and must not be related to sales or fund-raising events.  The information is updated weekly and all 
announcements must be received by Mary Williams at Mwilliams@abcconn.org by noon on Friday in 
order to get into the following week’s lineup. We encourage you to announce training events in which 
other churches might participate or other outreach ministry opportunities. 
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A WORD OF GOODBYE & THANKS  

Dear friends and colleagues in discipleship making ministries, 

This will be my last contribution to these pages. As many of you know my position 
here was to be eliminated as of December 31, 2009 — so in recent months I have been 
in search mode. Now I have received a call to serve as Interim Senior Pastor for First 
Baptist Church of Attleboro, Massachusetts, beginning October 4th. My last day with 
ABCCONN will be October 2nd. 

I will miss the fun and engagement of being in ministry with you as Director of 
Discipleship Ministries — and give thanks that many able colleagues will be continuing 
this critical work — leading and connecting the work of our congregations in the call of 
Jesus to “go and make disciples.” Thank you for the wonderful partnerships we have 
shared these many years. I continue to believe that there is no more important 
work than considering and responding to this Great Commission of Christ — and it has 
been a gift to do these things together. 

Every blessing, 

Linda 

————————————————————— 

Thought about starting a small group for parents of teens? 

Engaging Your Teen's World: Becoming a Culturally Savvy Parent 

A new book by Brian Housman is a great resource for small groups or youth pastors 
who want to lead parent discussions. Each chapter (followed by discussion 
questions) raises questions that guide parents in the task of helping their teens become a 
greater influence in the world (without sacrificing their individuality). Encouraging, 
uplifting, engaging — this resource helps parents move from trying to protect their teen 
from “the world” to teaching them to be agents that work to redeem their culture 
instead. Very user friendly. 

BRAZOS Press, $14.99 available through Cokesbury.com (800-672-1789). 

————————————————————— 

News from the Field — a new category of sharing the Good News! 

Messiah Baptist Church, Bridgeport (the Rev. Tyrone P. Jones, IV, Pastor), is doing 
some great work with youth in their midst. The church has as their vision 
statement: “Disciples of Christ Committed to the Kingdom and the Global Community 
Evangelizing, Educating, and Empowering.” Two youth choirs help lead Sunday 
morning worship regularly (President, Brandon Patterson) — and in August one led a 
congregation/choral response that was an uplifting segment of the morning. There is 
also a Parent of the Youth Choir Ministry led by Sister Bianca Gant and a Praise Dance 
Ministry led by Deacon Dianne A. Griffin. Praise God for your witness in Bridgeport 
and beyond! 
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Hartford Seminary Continuing Course Offerings 

Innovation, Social Change, and the Emerging Future of American Congregations 

This course is for all religious leaders. Dr. Gerardo Marti, L. Richardson King Assistant Professor of 
Sociology at Davidson College in Davidson, NC, will offer this worthwhile course on Monday, January 
4th - Wednesday, January 6th, 9am to 4pm. 

Pastoral Ministry and the Ecological Crisis 

Led by our “own” Tom Carr, Pastor of First Baptist Church of West Hartford! 

Have you heard Tom speak on this subject? He is the expert! Take advantage of this — as a pastor and 
Co-chair of the CT Interreligious Eco-Justice Network, Tom will lead this workshop on Oct 21st, 9am- 
1pm. Have you wanted to lift up this issue in your congregation? This will give you a great basis for 
conversation and congregational action. 

Maybe pastor and a couple of lay leaders can attend together. 

 ————————————————————— 

Focus on the Five Practices — A Congregation-Wide Initiative, by Robert Schnase 

What are the secrets of effective churches in this day of stretching and challenge? 

The surprising truth is that committing to and focusing on certain “practices” get churches grounded and going 
again. Each practice has its own small group guide ($7.00 each) and they are dealt with altogether in 
Cultivating Fruitfulness:  Five Weeks of Prayer and Practice for Congregations (which asks participants for 30 
days). The five practices? They are: 

· Radical Hospitality 
· Passionate Worship 
· Intentional Faith Development 
· Risk -Taking Mission and Service 
· Extravagant Generosity 

This is getting great reviews. Give it a look at Cokesbury.com. The Five Practices Leader Manual and Media (5 
DVDs, Leader's Guide, promotional material, time lines, sermon outlines and more FF9-9780687654130 
$79.00). 

Have a great fall season — glorifying God and making disciples in the name of Christ! 

Linda Lea Snyder 

Director of Discipleship Ministries 

Grace Baptist Church, South 
Norwalk celebrates its youth. 
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Camp Wightman Workday 

November 7, 2009 

8:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Lunch at 12:30 
Please call the Camp Office to let us know you 

are coming so the kitchen can plan accordingly. 
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October 2009 

WORLD MISSION OFFERING 
I’m sure all of us at one time or another in our childhood tried putting on our 
mother’s or father’s shoes and walking around in them. AWKWARD! Many 
of us probably fell as our feet tried to navigate shoes that were way too big for 
our feet. 

I sometimes feel the same way as I try to understand the enormity of the 
wonderful work our American Baptist missionaries do throughout the world. 
Try walking in their shoes! Each and every one of our International Ministries 
missionaries and their families leave familiar surroundings and support 
systems to willingly travel to the far corners of God’s creation to 
share the gospel where you and I cannot go. They are called by God 
to do so, and they too have some big shoes to fill. 

They often do without many of the luxuries of life that we take for 
granted everyday, like shoes, for example. Open your closets and 
take a look at how many different pairs of shoes you have for every 
occasion. Most of our missionaries simply can’t take that many 
different shoes with them. And think then about those whom they 
serve. They may not have any shoes at all. 

“Be Surprised by Walking in Different Shoes,” this year’s theme 
for the World Mission Offering, reminds us all how very important 
it is that we support this offering generously. The year 2009 has 
been a difficult year financially for our American Baptist 
missionaries. The current economic struggle, coupled with the 
change in how American Baptists support our missionaries, has 
forced some very difficult and painful decisions. As we walk in 
different shoes in preparation to receive the World Mission 

Offering, let’s put 
ourselves in their shoes and 
realize how very blessed we are, 
and share the blessings through 
our gifts to the 2009 World 
Mission Offering. 

    
 - Dr. Christopher Drew 

�������� �
�

�
�

�
"�

�#
�
$

�	�
���

�
�
���

���
�

��	�
	���:����8���))3		����	�����	�������	��;�	���� ��3�)���	�����)��	����������	�����	�<��
��	��������������������	��� �����	��������!"������� ���������		���#	���$��� ���������"%&"'(�
�	)	����	*��+%",-.&,-/.&(�0��*��+%",-.&,1."%(��,��� )*��=�))3		2�3��������4��

��	��56�

Department of Christian Mission Support 



The Department of Mission and Stewardship highlights 

Special Interest Missionary: 

Yvette Kenner, Executive Director 
South Providence Neighborhood Ministries 

747 Broad Street 
Providence, RI 02907-1601 

Many of the American Baptist Women’s Ministries’ White Cross requests are personally 
delivered each year to South Providence Neighborhood Ministries. Connecticut women 
enjoy seeing first hand how the after-school supplies are used. Yvette was born and raised 
in Providence, RI, just a short distance from South Providence Neighborhood Ministries. 
“I used to pass this building as a youth, and thought it was a soup kitchen,” she says. She 
never imagined that someday she would be its Executive Director; but truth is stranger 
than fiction, and that is exactly what happened. After serving on the Board of Directors 
and then as Interim Executive Director, she was named to the permanent position in 2007. 
One of her goals is to spread the good news about South Providence Neighborhood 
Ministries. “We are the best kept secret in Rhode Island,” she says. “I intend to change 
that.” 

South Providence Neighborhood Ministries is in a predominantly Latino neighborhood 
plagued by high unemployment and gang activity. The center is a sanctuary—a place 
where residents can find help as well as hope. It serves approximately 200 people weekly 
and offers a multitude of services, from help with rent and utilities to an active youth 
program. 

One of the center’s services is particularly close to Kenner’s heart. “We teach reading to 
all ages,” she says. “There are so many gimmicks and scams out there.  If you can’t read, 
you can’t defend yourself against them.” 

During college, she interned for the nonprofit Literacy Volunteers of Rhode Island. A 
lover of books, Kenner was surprised that not everyone was able to share her passion. “I 
learned that a great many Rhode Islanders couldn’t read,” she says. “This was a real 
shock.” She has remained with Literacy Volunteers over the years and now serves as its 
Executive Director in addition to her position with South Providence Neighborhood 
Ministries. 

Kenner is no stranger to multi-tasking. She became a mother at a young age, and, despite 
the odds against her, graduated college and built her career while raising two sons. She 
taught her sons, now adults, that education is more important than location. “It doesn’t 
matter where you live,” she says. “If you prepare yourself with an education, you can be 
the CEO of any company.” It’s a lesson she continues to teach to the children of South 
Providence. 

More information is available at: www.nationalministries.org. 
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